Chronic liver disease manifesting as Waldenström's macroglobulinemia.
A 59-year-old woman was initially seen with anemia, purpura, gastrointestinal tract and vaginal bleeding, pronounced hyperglobulinemia, and an increased serum viscosity, all suggestive of Waldenström's macroglobulinemia. Subsequent investigation, however, indicated that these abnormalities were more likely due to chronic active hepatitis with cirrhosis. The striking similarity of this patient's symptoms to those of Waldenström's macroglobulinemia and the pathophysiologic characteristics of polyclonal hypergammaglobulinemia in chronic liver disease are discussed.